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Just few hours after new Human Settlements 
MEC, Norah Mahlangu was deployed to her 
new portfolio, she committed to doing more 
ground work when she met the Department’s 
Executive Management recently. The former 
MEC for Culture, Sports and Recreation 
who is now the political head for human 
settlements joined the department sequel to 
the reconfiguration of the Executive Council by 
Premier Refilwe Mtsweni recently. In her brief 
meeting with the Head of human settlements 
and the executive management, Mahlangu 
emphasized the need for respect, commitment 
and teamwork amongst all stakeholders.

The high level meeting with management 
stressed on concerns raised at the recently 
conducted Taking Legislature to the People 
(TLP) at eMalahleni Local Municipality. 
Communities bemoaned the apparent poor 

implementation of projects, inept beneficiary 
management, and inadequate stakeholder 
consultation by the department during 
service delivery. MEC Mahlangu noted these 
concerns with grief and stressed that a follow 
up engagement is necessary. “As a matter of 
urgency, I will request the HOD to facilitate 
an urgent meeting with the eMalahleni Local 
Municipality and affected stakeholders to 
ensure that we develop a plan to intervene on 
these matters”, charged Mahlangu.

In his short presentation, Head of Human 
Settlements, Mr Kebone Masange indicated 
that the department has made great progress 
in human settlements planning and delivery 
of title deeds over the years. “We are doing 
well with our targets, despite the fact that 
bulk infrastructure challenges in the areas of 
eMalahleni, Tekwane, Victor Khanye, amongst 

others are cause for concern”, he cited. The 
Department has thus far delivered 8563 
housing units against an annual target of 8173 
for the year ending March 2018. 

The former MEC for DCSR who has replaced 
MEC Speed Mashilo believes in teamwork 
and community engagement as opposed to 
boardroom meetings. She points out, “I do not 
want to be your boss, but a political team leader 
and I am not here to change things, rather 
support all of you politically”.  First on her agenda 
will be to go on a massive title deeds issuing 
drive, tackling bulk infrastructure challenges 
and upgrading of informal settlements as key 
priorities for this government. Not new to the 
provincial administration, MEC Mahlangu 
wants to dedicate her time more on field-work 
and make a meaningful contribution towards 
developing people’s lives.

The Editorial team would like to welcome 
you to yet another exciting and final 
instalment of the quarter for the 2017/18 
financial year. Like many others - this year 
has presented government and the entire 
administration with a plethora of interesting 
actual activities from accelerated service 
delivery down to the reconfiguration of 
various political heads to continue driving 
the machinery forward.

Earlier this quarter we have witnessed 
the departure of former Premier David 
Mabuza who relinquished his premiership 
to ascend to the responsibility of a Deputy 
President of the Republic. We are proud to 

have been led by a leader of his calibre and we continue to believe that 
having him at the national stage will absolutely help the country move 
forward and realize the agenda of improving the lives of the needy.

Congratulations are in order to our new and first female Premier, Hon. 
Refilwe Mtsweni. Her election to lead and be at the helm of ensuring 
good governance in the province is a good sign that we are indeed 
a democratic nation. This will surely prove to many and end sceptics 
for those who still want to believe that women are incapable. The 
Department has also welcomed the newly deployed MEC Norah 
Mahlangu who joined from Culture, Sports and Recreation (DCSR). 

MEC Mahlangu joined the department sequel to the reconfiguration 
of the Executive Council by Premier Refilwe Mtsweni recently. During 
her first meeting with the management in the Department, Mahlangu 
emphasized the need for respect, commitment and teamwork amongst 
all stakeholders. Mahlangu who is not new to government has vowed 
to hit the ground running and mitigate the challenges experienced by 
the needy.

The MEC’s arrival came at a time when the Department was amid 
preparations for the Performance Review and Annual Strategic Planning 
Session which was set to roll out the strategic plans aimed at achieving 
the goals and mandate of the Department.  Meanwhile, residents of 
eMalahleni Local Municipality have been assured of improved living 
conditions following the recent public hearings conducted by the 
legislature at that municipality. 

Poorly built houses, inept allocation of houses and beneficiary 
management, land invasion, scarcity of water, slow phase in issuing 
title deeds are some of the concerns raised by community members 
during the annual oversight programme - ‘Taking the Legislature to the 
People’ (TLP) at eMalahleni Local Municipality in March. Once again, 
let us join hands and welcome MEC Mahlangu and her personnel to 
the Department. We wish them all the best and are certain that their 
inputs will bring about much needed improvements in the lives of many 
out there.

That’s it for now, please enjoy your read!
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For many poor households, Mpumalanga is better 
today than yesterday. This noteworthy articulation 
became one of the many famously uttered by 
Premier David Mabuza when he delivered his 
State of the Province Address (SOPA) on Friday, 
23 February 2018. The Premier noted that despite 
fiscal constraints along the way, the overall progress 
made in eradicating informal settlements and 
improving access to basic services is commendable.

“Over the last few years, we have ensured that the 
provision of houses alongside basic services was 
the focal point of collaborative work between the 
provincial government and municipalities. In the 
main, we had to address the problem of access to 
water and sanitation infrastructure in many parts of 
the Province”, said Premier Mabuza affirming that 
over the past few years, a total of 27 655 housing 
units have been delivered and 27 295 sites have 
been serviced. 

He confirmed that the Provincial Government has 
prioritised the provision of Rental Programmes 
and to this end, 273 units have been delivered 
since 2014 and a further 880 Rental Units are to 
be delivered this year. Whilst acknowledging the 
adverse effects of apartheid policies on property 
ownership, Mabuza reiterated that the restoration 
of people’s dignity remains top priority. 

To confirm the latter, Mabuza explained that over 
this term government managed to deliver 25 071 
title deeds as part of guaranteeing security of 
land tenure rights to owners of government’s low 
cost houses. “We will accelerate the issuing of 
the remaining 54 000 title deeds in Ehlanzeni and 
Nkangala District Municipalities before the end of 
this term” he promised. 

He however continued to make a compelling 
statement to all public representatives and public 
servants to practice and embrace the values of a 
united democratic country. He added, “At the heart 
of everything that we do and aspire to achieve is the 

dismantling of the exclusionary political economic 
structure that protects the privileges of the few at 
the expense of the majority.” 

 He cheered the hearts of many by reminding them 
of the significant role former President Nelson 
Mandela has had in the country at bringing peace 
and uniting nations. As part of Tata’s centenary 
celebrations, the Premier said that they will this year; 
erect a statue of the global icon, Nelson Rolihlahla 
Mandela, within the Riverside Government 
Complex precinct in honor of his selfless service to 
the people of South Africa and the world.

MABUZA LAUDS HUMAN SETTLEMENTS DELIVERY

The newly introduced Social Enterprise Development 
Model which aims to maximize the involvement of 
communities in the building processes of projects 
and articulated that this will help empower and 
magnify job creation opportunities to the people 
of the province has received warm welcome by the 
public. 

The Executive Council approved model (Social 
Enterprise Development Model) in December 2016, 
which is aimed at the involvement of communities 
by empowering them and to create employment. 
The model will create more job opportunities in the 
province to assist people get involved as well as to 
empower them with the relevant skills they might 
need in the built industry. 

Community Cooperatives and SMMEs would have 
to produce construction materials such as bricks, 
paving, and window and doorframes. Projects 
to be implemented in line with the model in the 
identified municipalities are valued at about R435 
million and the value of material to be sourced 
from local SMMEs and Co-Operatives is R99 million. 

The first phase of the initiative will involve the 
provision of housing and associated infrastructure 
within prioritized municipalities, namely: Nkomazi, 
Govan Mbeki, Dr JS Moroka, eMalahleni, Steve 
Tshwete, Bushbuckridge and Thembisile Hani. The 
Departments of Public Works, Roads and Transport 
and Economic Development will also participate 
in this model and afford local and small business 
opportunities to participate in the economy whilst 
delivering projects. 

NEWLY APPROVED 
MODEL FOR THE 
UNEMPLOYED

CONTENT: Former Premier, Mr DD Mabuza 
at the 2018 SOPA
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Residents of eMalahleni Local Municipality 
have been assured of improved living 
conditions following Legislature public hearings 
at the municipality. Poorly built houses, 
inept allocation of houses and beneficiary 
management, land invasion, scarcity of water, 
slow phase in issuing title deeds are some of 
the concerns raised by community member 
during the annual oversight programme - 
‘Taking the Legislature to the People’ (TLP) at 
eMalahlaneni Local Municipality in March.

The programme serves as a platform to meet 
and interact with communities with the sole 
purpose of addressing their concerns that 
continue to plague them. Then MEC Speed 
Mashilo who was inundated with a string of 
complaints by locals complaining about poor 
living conditions at informal settlements such 
as Kriel, Phola, Zinambeni and Ackerville, 
amongst others assured the residents that the 
conditions will be improved. 

Responding to the concerns, Mashilo 
mentioned that the department has delivered 
an integrated human settlements project 
at Klarinet which comprises of low income 
houses, rental accommodation, halls, schools 
and other social facilities to address informal 
settlements. 

“We are also delivering a multi-million 
Siyanqoba BNG project which will benefit nearly 
9000 households, delivering socio-economic 
facilities, various housing typologies and we 
are working with the municipality for proper 
coordination” stressed Mashilo. The Siyanqoba 
BNG project is in line with the Department’s 
broadened mandate which advocates the 
development of human settlements in a 
sustainable and integrated manner.

Mashilo also discouraged beneficiaries about 
selling of RDP houses by indicating that any 
act of illegal dealings in RDPs will not be 

tolerated and shall be dealt with accordingly. 
He urged all beneficiaries to refrain from selling 
their houses illegally and advised them to 
report such illegal transactions. “People must 
not buy application forms from any government 
official when applying for a government low 
cost house, it is your right to have a shelter 
we are also working close with municipalities 
to ensure that rightful beneficiaries get their 
houses” emphasized Mashilo.

The department’s allocation of houses is 
biased towards senior citizens, people 
with disabilities, orphans and child headed 
households. Mashilo welcomed the concerns 
and input from the community and joined other 
government departments in committing to 
address the plight of the people. The week long 
TLP saw legislature members visiting projects 
and interacting with various government 
departments on its oversight work and public 
participation. 

IMPROVEMENTS ON THE CARDS FOR EMALAHLENI RESIDENTS

EXPLAIN: Former MEC Speed Mashilo clarifying some concerns raised during the Taking Legislature to the People (TLP).



TaseKHAYA Official External Newsletter                 TaseKHAYA Official External Newsletter 7

The projected plan to roll out integrated 
sustainable human settlements in 
Mpumalanga is set to bring much desired 
development to scores in the Province. 
Head of Human Settlements, Mr Kebone 
Masange has once again appealed to a 
massive number of land developers who are 
poised to help improve the living conditions 
of the needy of houses.  Masange addressed 
appointed implementing agencies to acquaint 
themselves with the vision and expectations 
of the Department going forward. 

Masange confirmed that it was one of his 
prerogatives to meet with the implementing 
agencies before they could commence with 
their work on the ground. He emphasized 
that it was prudent for him to meet them 
and outline their contractual issues as 
well as expectations in line with ensuring 
compliance and quality to deliver on Mega 
Projects that will allow residents to access 
social and economic opportunities close to 
where they live.“As a Human Settlements 
Department we are at the centre of 
development in the province. This means 
being able to determine the norms and 

standards of developing and planning our 
human settlements strategies. This includes 
but not limited to, the coordination and 
development which brings in an integrated 
approach to support all sister departments 
with issues like land development and 
the implementation of bulk services in 
communities”, said Masange.

He told all tasked agencies to take into 
cognisance their contractual obligations 
and familiarize themselves with all the 
expectations of his Department to avoid 
unfortunate misunderstandings in the 
future. He said, “The Department has got 
four trenches with which it envisages to 
carry out its work. No one would expect to 
get payment without having completed their 
allocated trenches.” 

He said the trenches in their respective 
emphasis will include the carrying out of 
bulk infrastructure services, followed by the 
engineering services, the servicing of sites 
and lastly the title deeds allocations. “The 
Department’s newly introduced approach as 
guided by our master plan clarifies the fact 

that we are not only in for RDP houses but 
many other deliverables including CRU’s, 
gap market and many other segments of 
transformation in our communities”, added 
Masange.  

In his last State of the Province Address, 
former Premier David Mabuza applauded 
human settlements for the massive delivery 
it recorded over the last few years. “A total 
accumulative number of 27 655 housing units 
have been delivered – therefore translating 
to a 66% performance of the Department’s 
planned targets”, stressed Mabuza. 

Masange concluded by encouraging all 
contractors to know the beneficiaries whom 
they will be building for. He insisted that this 
is one critical part they should not overlook 
and if need be, they can consult with the 
respective municipality to identify such 
beneficiaries. “You cannot build a house 
for someone you don’t know or have never 
seen. I encourage you all to know your 
beneficiaries. This will help avoid wrongful 
allocations once the house is complete”, 
concluded Masange.

OUTLINING PLANS FOR INTEGRATED HUMAN SETTLEMENTS

PLANNING: Stakeholders exchanging ideas at the consultants meeting
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REPRESENTATION: Delegates who took part at the World Urban Forum (WUF9), Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

The ninth session World Urban Forum (WUF9) organized by the United 
Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) took place 
at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia from 7th to 13th February 2018. Former 
MEC Speed Mashilo led a delegation from the Department, which 
included the Head of Human Settlements and Senior Manager(s). The 
gathering was convened to deliberate on policies and best practices 
towards sustainable and inclusive urbanization.

The forum was held under the theme “Cities 2030-Cities for all: 
Implementing the New Urban Agenda”. According WUF bulletin 
the “WUF9 was the first Forum to convene since the adoption 
of the New Urban Agenda (NUA) at the Habitat III conference in 
Quito, Ecuador in 2016. The NUA is way of implementing the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in particular 
SDG 11on sustainable cities”. The NUA lays out the new vision for 
urban development. Cities face an extraordinary growth in human 

population, economic, social and spatial challenges with six out of 
every ten people in the world expected to live in the urban areas 
by 2030. The NUA ensures that South Africa tackles urbanization 
collectively as government with stakeholders. Breaking New Ground 
indicates that “again South African is expected to play a leading role. 
WUF 9 provides a great opportunity for South Africa to demonstrate 
its commitment to implementation of concrete solutions for the 
transformative commitments made in the NUA”.

A declaration was drafted during the WUF towards accelerating the 
NUA by promoting and adopting frameworks for implementation, 
inclusive platforms amongst all stakeholders. It also included innovative 
solutions that foster a culture of creativity, implement monitoring and 
data collection, inclusion of community-generated data to create an 
enabling environment through municipal and other financing and 
adopt accessibility and universal design as core principles.

WORLD URBAN FORUM DISCUSSES DEVELOPMENTAL POLICIES

The struggle against apartheid and oppression was premised on 
the attainment and enjoyment of human rights, any restored and 
respected human right comes with the sense of dignity, equality 
and belonging. Thus, the 21st of March in South Africa reminds us 
of a struggle for advancement of human rights and the price paid 
by liberation’s heroes and heroines. It was on this day in 1960, 
where 69 people died and 180 were wounded when police fired 
on a peaceful crowd that had gathered in protest against the Pass 
laws. This day marked an affirmation by ordinary people, rising in 
unison to proclaim their rights. 

It is again on this day that were are reminded of the state’s 
mandatory role of promoting, protecting and respecting human 
rights. The new South Africa’s Constitutional dispensation bestows 
a responsibility on the state to promote, protect and uphold the 
object and purports of the Bill of Rights. Fundamental, to human 
rights that exist is the right to housing. 

The right to adequate housing is one of the most important of all 
basic human rights and recognized in a number of international 
human rights instruments and treaties. Section 26(1) of the 
Constitution provides that everyone shall have the right of access 
to adequate housing. Accessibility means that the State must 
create conducive conditions for all its citizens, irrespective of their 
economic status, to access affordable housing.

In keeping with this constitutional imperative, the arms of state have 
played their respective roles in ensuring the fulfillment thereof. 
Numerous legislative and policy measures such as housing act, 
housing policy, housing code, ombudsman, to name but few were 
passed and adopted to give effect to section 26. Within its limited 
resources government has been able to take reasonable measures 
to achieve the progressive realization of right to housing.

The democratic Government has delivered over 5-million 
subsidized housing opportunities and servicing of sites for the 
very poor, giving houses to approximately 12.5-million since 1994. 
In particular the Mpumalanga Department of Human Settlements 
has issued over 85 000 title deeds so far and it continues with the 
registration and roll out, in order to restore dignity to people of the 
province.

Moreover, since the new dispensation, more than 204 301 
housing units and 38 446 serviced sites have been delivered, 
and that creating 242 747 housing opportunities in the province. 
The number of informal dwellings is the 4th lowest among the 9 
provinces at 10.9%. All these strides and achievements have been 
made possible and realized through progressive policy position 
and implementation thereof.

HUMAN RIGHTS RESTORE PEOPLE’S DIGNITY

PROGRESS: Human Settlements projects increasing at a high rate 
across the Province


